JEWELLERY DESIGNERS TO THE STARS

ROBERTO FARAONE MENNELLA

AND AMEDEO SCOGNAMIGLIO
LAUNCH THEIR COLLECTION IN DUBAL




oberto and Amedeo launched their chic jewellery collection last week exclusively at Harvey Nichols

in Torre del

‘Our designs are very playful yet dressy. They can be worn
on the beach or at an evening function’

Your discove
quite unigue and
i ry call i
Menieell
Without heis

asked o mal jewe
h ill didn't know if 1t woul
At in the actual film. What was it like whe
you realised that your jewellery was chosen an
uch an important scene in the film
Il 1




fere vou surprised to see how much of vour
cllection was featored throughout the movie?
‘mberlee "o, of course. We warched the mavie in
omplete shock, it was amazing. There wus so
ch competition and beautiful picces that
atricia conld have chosen from some of the
igrest designers in the world, ver she chose ours.”
low did it feel to be put in the same category as
wh established jewellery designers, like Chanel,
iffany & Ceo. and Carii
toberto: "It is marvellous, It is a massive
smpliment, Patriciz wouldn't use our jewellery if
e dido’e ke in Teis imporant that she chooses
1 best designs not only For the movie but 1o
stain her reputaticn.”

medes: “For us ivis a testament thae we are
reating beantitul things that woimnen want
e,
our work Was seen on numnerons episodes of the
1ww and was not available in shops for a year
frer it was First shown, :'.r:-‘.ating a h'uge demanc
»r your cellection. Do vou believe this helped
uise the popularity of your designs?

peelein ".-";.hi-olu:.l'_'l.i-'. The moment pur stock
ved in the stores peaple alveady knew ahout
12 products he : of the popularity of the
1w and all the media coverage, Women were
dhing about the jewellery like it had been
round for vears, they were requesting
articular pieces.”

You have a hage celebrity following, wilth actresses
such as Meryl Streep, Cameron Diaz and Brooke
Shields wearing your jewellery. Do you pursue
celebrities to wear your products?

Hodrio "No, ot at all. The most surprising time for
me was when someone asked me il we have the
‘Oiprah carrings” in stock. ©didn’t know what the
lady was referring too, wntil she explained that
Oprah has been wearing our carrings for the past
several months on her show, We had ne idea. Lwas
very fatering, she hought this pacticular picce in
every colour with and without dianmonds.”
Ampeddee; A similar situation ocourred with Cameron
Diaz, in her role in Wial Hefibens in Vegas, Our intern
was al the mendes and called me in a panie w el ne
that Cameron was wearing our earrings thromghoul
in the mewie, T thought she had made a mistake but
when we watched the movie, there she was, weaing
O earkings.”
Where do you draw your inspiration?

fnbertee “The bigeest inspiration is owr homes in
Maples. We also take inspiration [vom the T960s cra
and vacations. Our desizns ave very sensual and fun,
plavful vet dressy. They can be worn on the beach or
atan evening funcion,”
Amerleer “Wlore than inspivation, Dwould savwe are trying
tey tramslate our background into our eollection. We
want our collection to showease where we are from,”
Why do you think your partnership works so well?
Roberte: “We share exactly the same vision. We alk

YN

all the time abowt this wornan - our elient —and we
ask, “would she wear thiss" We kinow exactly what
she wants, We are very lucky, we do argue abour
most things but never about the actual design.”
Aredee “We are very Ttalian, Very le,s_-;i.qmme_ A0
it's matural that we argue, but we hoth know whae
we are (rying to achieve.”

Can you describe the woman that wears Faraone
Mennella R F.M.AS jewellery?

Amedeo: "Moo matler where we

taround the

world we bave found that icis the same ype of

wonman that enjovs our designs, whether i is in
New York, Dubai or Milan. [t is a woman who is
well mwavelled, very chic with a lol of cmergy and sell-
confident She hasa sense of sode that is very nataral
but very determined, She knows what she wanis.”
You are spending one week in Dubai, is there
anything that vou would like Lo sce and do while
¥ou are here?

Amedeo: “We sill have so much o de. We have
managed 1o see 3 fow attractions while we have
bean here and we did visit a few malls. We would
Iove to see the museums and learn about the
history and culire of Dubai, And take an
excursion inwo the desert, but I think we will have
e save Lhat for our next wrip,”

You recently launched a new silver range called
L'yuma in New York and London in the fall. Do you
plan to bring the collection to the Middle East?
Amedeo: “Yes, absolutely, We will be launching
L'una in Bloomingdales in Dubai Mall so we will
definmiely be coming back w Dubai. We are ven
ed o be able o come back and explore the
city a little more.™

What are vour aspirations for the future?

Adneedeir "We want to bring Faraone Mennella 1o
a lifesivle concept, Last October we launched a
line of flowers in America and Japan, chic
flowers that come Trom Roberto’s family, they
have heen breeding themn for the last @ }'ears'_
We have lannched that under the umbrella of
Mennella and we are going to lannch a home
décor range with beawtiful Dalian ceramic hand-
painted pieces in our signature black znd =
design. It will launch in a couple of months
the USA and then we plan to make a pecfume
[rom the flowers, which we will launch in

the: fall” m
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